
*NOTE: These answers below assume school starts on time (August 12, 2020) and classes, athletics, 
clubs, and activities are in place as in years past. This information (especially information regarding 
orientation dates and school activities) may have to be adjusted after the school district and Board of 
Trustees approves a plan for school re-opening this fall and is subject to change based on any directives 
from the San Mateo County Department of Health. 

 
Parent/Student Questions - Welcome Reception 2020 (submitted early 

via Google form) 
 
General 

1. What do students and parents recommend incoming freshmen do prior to 
the start of school to get ready? 

a. Nothing in particular. Keep checking the school website for up to date 
information. 

 
2. My son has an IEP. How do I get more information on that? 

a. Please email Assistant Principal, Mr. Gelb (agelb@smuhsd.org). 
Articulations from MS are taking place. 

 
3. What supports are there for English learners? 

a. SMHS has an ELD program. For more information please contact 
Assistant Principal, Ms. Frias (pfrias@smuhsd.org) 

 
4. What activities will there be before school starts to give kids a chance to 

meet kids with shared interests? 
a. As of now, we have a Freshman and New Student Orientation planned for 

Friday, August 7th. You will receive more information about this event this 
summer. 

 
5. Will there be a Robotics Team? 

a. Yes, SMHS has a Robotics Team. For more information, please email Mr. 
Thrasher (pthrasher@smuhsd.org) 

 
6. Will there be an opportunity to tour the school before school starts? 

a. During Freshmen and New Student Orientation on August 7th, your 
student will be able to tour the school with upperclassmen student leader 
guides.  

 
7. What support do teachers provide to students if they need help?  
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a. All of our teachers will provide extra help and support for any student that 
needs it. They do this during twice weekly tutorials and some teachers 
may have additional office hours before and/or after school. 

 
8. What support do 9th-graders get to navigate the school ? Do they have a 

peer mentor ?  
a. SMHS has a program called “Freshmen Connections” where each 

freshman will be given an upperclassman “ambassador” to help them 
adjust to SMHS and be available to answer any questions they might 
have. 

 
School Re-opening 

1. If schools are not able to resume by the fall, what are your plans for 
incoming freshmen? Will there be an earlier reopening date for ninth 
graders? 

2. Will the school be opened in the fall as planned? What safety protocols will 
be in place?  

3. When will we find out exactly when and how school will be re-opened? 
4. Will there be grades next fall or Credit/No Credit? 

a. The San Mateo Union High School District has formed a “Return to 
School” Committee to come up with a plan for re-opening all high schools 
in our district this fall. This committee will present a plan to the Board of 
Trustees who will discuss and vote on a plan to re-open schools. Visit the 
SMUHSD website for up to date information: www.smuhsd.org  

 
Class Scheduling 

1. For a newly granted transfer student, how do we sign up for classes? Will 
someone contact us?  

a. Please contact your assigned guidance counselor, Ms. Roman 
(sroman@smuhsd.org) 

 
2. When will the students get their class schedules? 

a. Freshmen will get a list of their classes on Registration Day (currently scheduled 
for Friday, August 7th). Their official schedule with periods listed, room numbers, 
and teachers will be given to them on the first day of school. 
 

3. Are freshmen required to take a 7th period class? 
a. No, freshmen can take 6 classes. Taking 7 classes is optional. 
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4. Is it possible to change class choices made online? When can we do that? 
How do we do that? 

a. Freshmen will receive a list of their classes during Freshmen Orientation 
on August 7th. At that time they can talk to their guidance counselor if they 
wish to change classes. Students receive their official class schedule on 
the first day of school. 

 
Class Placement/Testing 

1. When are the placement tests for Math, Spanish, and English? 
a.  In the past we have done Spanish placement testing, but because of SIP, 

none this year.  We go by transcript and grade. 
 

2. Our daughter has completed Geometry in middle school, will she be placed 
in Algebra2? 

a. If your daughter completed Geometry in middle school, she should be in 
Algebra 2 freshman year. When she receives her list of classes at 
Freshmen Registration on August 7th she should check her math class. If 
it’s not Algebra 2, have her talk to her guidance counselor. 

 
Parent Involvement 

1. How can parents get involved with SMHS during summer? 
a. Parents will receive an email from the SMHS PTO in late July/early 

August. The email will detail the ways for parents to volunteer and get 
involved at SMHS. 

 
Athletics 

1. Fall Sports tryouts, if happening, dates of tryouts?  
a. Visit https://sanmateoathletics.org/ for information 

 
2. Can I tryout for a sport without any experience? 

a. It depends on the sport. Visit sanmateoathletics.org for more information. 
It’s probably best to contact the coach of the sport the student is interested 
in. For a list of coach contact information: 
https://sanmateoathletics.org/coaching-staff/ 

 
3. When do fall sports "usually" begin training and how do we get contacted?  

a. Visit https://sanmateoathletics.org/ for information. 
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4. Does my child need to turn in any kind of paperwork if she is going to try 
out for a team sport?  

a. Your child will need to submit an Athletic Clearance Form. Visit 
https://sanmateoathletics.org/ for more information. 

 
5. What is the cheerleading tryout process? 

a. Information for this is on the slides of the Welcome Reception 
Presentation. 

Band 
1. How/when do you audition for the Jazz Band? 

a. Further details on the audition process for the Symphonic and Jazz Bands 
can be found here:   http://www.bearcatmusic.org/student-information.html 

 
2. What is the status of Marching Band? Are there tryouts? If so, when? 

a. There are no tryouts to enroll in the Marching Band. More details on the 
Marching Band course can be found here:  Marching Band Course of 
Study 
 

Renaissance 
1. Would like to understand more about school spirit and campus clubs, etc. 

a. Please contact Ms. Cowey (scowey@smuhsd.org) 
 
Dance 

1. When are the tryouts for advanced dance and dance team? 
2. How do you sign up for dance class? 

a. Information for this is on the slides of the Welcome Reception 
Presentation. 

 
Drama 

1. What is the best way to get involved with backstage tech crew for shows & 
performances?  

a. Students should listen for announcements and/or read the Daily Bulletin 
once school begins. Opportunities to get involved with drama productions 
will be broadcast to students as the Drama Department gears up for each 
of its shows. 

Art 
1. Can you pursue the art certificate program while taking other electives?  
2. Could you explain the art classes in more detail? 

a. Please contact Ms. Stock for any art question (jstock@smuhsd.org)  
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Questions Submitted Via Chat During the Virtual Welcome Reception 
 
Q1)  We understand you need three years of math as a graduation requirement. But does 
that specifically include the course of Geometry? And, can you elect to take Algebra 2 in 
the fall without having completed an approved Geometry course? 
A1)  Yes...the 3 years of math needed to complete the UC a-g requirement must include a 
Geometry course or an integrated math course with a sufficient amount of Geometry 
content.  
 
Q2)  Will parents get access to this slideshow?  
A2)  YES, the Welcome Reception slideshow has been posted at this link, on the San Mateo 
High School website: Prospective Students and Families  
 
Q3) Will this Zoom Welcome Reception meeting be recorded for playback later? 
A3) NO, the Zoom session is not being recorded.  
 
Q4) Who is the counselor for the Freshman class? 
A4)   Ms.Watson will be the Freshman counselor in the fall and will transition to Ms. Roman 
when she comes back from maternity leave (spring semester). 
 
Q5) Are the incoming Freshman supposed to take a 7th period or is the 7th period 
optional for them? The form was confusing.  
A5)  NO - you don’t have to take 7 classes. However, if you choose to take only 6 classes, there 
is not a guarantee that the free period will be 7th period (i.e. there is a chance the free period 
may end up in the middle of the day although we will try our best to avoid that) 
 
Q6) When do Freshman get their class schedule? 
A6)  Freshmen will get a list of their classes on Registration Day (currently scheduled for Friday, 
August 7th). Their official schedule with periods listed, room numbers, and teachers will be 
given to them on the first day of school. 
 
Q7) When do incoming Freshman get their student IDs? 
A7) Students IDs will be given during the Freshman Orientation on Aug 7th, 2020. 
 
Q8) What is the daily school bus schedule to & from Foster City? 
A8) The bus schedule will be in the Student Handbook that gets distributed in mid-July. 
 
Q9) What is the deadline for students to sign up for clubs? Do they have to sign up 
before school starts, or do they have some time after school starts to check them out 
first and then decide which clubs they may want to join? 
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A9) Students join clubs after school has started. There will be a Club Fair scheduled some time 
during the first few weeks of school. Students can attend the Club Fair to see what clubs are 
available at SMHS and will be able to join the clubs during the first marking period of school. 
 
Q10)  If a student has completed Algebra 1 and Geometry in 8th grade, and takes Algebra 
2 at CSM over the summer, can they potentially start with PreCalc in 9th grade, if there is 
a spot available in the PreCalc class? 
A10) They may potentially be able to take Pre-Calculus. It would be best to email the guidance 
counselor for more information and guidance on this issue. 
 
 


